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Conference Chair 
MA, W. K. Will,  
Centre for Innovative Teaching 
and Learning, Tung Wah 
College, Hong Kong SAR, China 
 
International Advisory Board 
• HONG, Christina, Central 

Queensland University, 
Australia 

• KEINÄNEN, Meiju, Turku 
University of Applied 
Sciences, Finland 

• LIU, Christie Juhong, James 
Madison University, USA 

• LIU, Meifeng, Beijing 
Normal University, China  

• WONG, Katrine K, 
University of Macau, 
Macau SAR, China 
 

International Programme 
Committee 
• CHAN, Wendy Wing Lam, 

HKUSpace, Po Leung Kuk 
Stanley Ho Community 
College, Hong Kong SAR, 
China 

• CHENG, Kam Yuen, Ara 
Institute of Canterbury, 
New Zealand 

• CHOY, Monica Wai Chun, 
Technological and Higher 
Education Institute of Hong 
Kong, Hong Kong SAR, 
China 

• CHUN, Wai Sun Derek, The 
Education University of 
Hong Kong, Hong Kong 
SAR, China 

Call for Papers 
 
In response to the challenges, a new paradigm of 

educating for knowledge and educating for skills has arisen in 
higher education. Reports and media quotes described that: 
"Colleges are failing to meet the demands of students and the 
outcome is a crisis for universities. Students are looking for 
career-aligned diplomas elsewhere," Utah "continues in the 
steps of other governments and private firms that have shifted 
away from requiring a four-year degree to fill 98% of state 
executive branch posts," “More than 70% of employers claim 
that a college education is no longer a trustworthy indicator of 
an employer's quality,” "The feedback mechanism that is the 
characteristic of the majority of jobs today is not present in the 
college classroom, which reinforces the message that failure is 
unacceptable and the majority of students have never 
experienced it," and so on. 

Higher education academics have long held the view that 
a college's role is to provide students with a wide education, 
and they continue to be extremely wary of anything that 
suggests vocational training. The idea that firms prepare 
workers for employment while colleges provide general 
education for life must be challenged if higher education is to 
remain relevant to students. There have been suggestions that 
there is no reason why colleges shouldn't offer both a broad 
education and the specialized skills required for the industry. 
One of the issues with higher education today is that even 
when the most beneficial learning opportunities are 
increasingly occurring outside of the classroom or away from 
campus, students are still paying ever-rising tuition prices for 
the academic experience on campus. To meet students' 
expectations for return on investment, higher education must 
re-think on how to tackle the challenges. 

In order to adapt to it and reinvent curriculum, teaching 
pedagogies, assessment, and make higher education more 
relevant to students' lives and therefore more engaging, 
innovative ideas, models, and frameworks are developing, 
experimenting, and evaluating. 

For instance, the 60-Year Curriculum, which is centered on 
lifelong learning about occupational changes and transition 
and was proposed by Christopher Dedi and his colleagues, aims 
to build young people's capacity for constant reinvention to 
deal with an uncertain and changing workplace and to take on 
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• HAR, Frankie TK, The Hong 
Kong Polytechnic 
University, Hong Kong SAR, 
China 

• HUNG, Kin Ho, Benson, 
Vocational Training Council, 
Hong Kong SAR, China 

• HÜSTER, Eberhard, 
Balthasar-Neumann-
Technikum (BNT) Trier, 
Germany 

• LAI, Christopher Wai Keung, 
Singapore Institute of 
Technology, Singapore 

• LAM, Chi Ming, The 
Education University of 
Hong Kong, Hong Kong 
SAR, China 

• LAM, Kim Hung, The Hong 
Kong Polytechnic 
University, Hong Kong SAR, 
China 

• LAU, Yui Yip Joseph, The 
Hong Kong Polytechnic 
University, Hong Kong SAR, 
China 

• POOKE, Grant, University of 
Gloucestershire, United 
Kingdom 

• SCHÄFER, Michael, 
Balthasar-Neumann-
Technikum (BNT) Trier, 
Germany 

• SONG, Zhaoxun Howard, 
The Hang Seng University 
of Hong Kong, Hong Kong 
SAR, China 

• TANG, Hei-hang Hayes, The 
Education University of 
Hong Kong, Hong Kong 
SAR, China 

• TONG, Kar-wai, City 
University of Hong Kong, 
Hong Kong SAR, China 

• YAU, Siu Ho, Thomas, The 
Education University of 
Hong Kong, Hong Kong 
SAR, China  

• YE, Xiaofang, Wenzhou 
University, China 

occupations that do not yet exist in response to longer life, 
longer working careers, and more education at older ages. As 
another illustration, Arizona State University has experimented 
with a degree program where students learn the material for 
their majors through a series of projects rather than a set 
schedule of classes or a traditional degree program based on 
courses. This allows students to apply a theory while they are 
learning about it. Additionally, a new degree program at 
Georgetown that combines academic and employment goals. 
Within the same time frame of four years, it combines a 
bachelor's degree in the liberal arts with a master's degree in 
a particular field. Professors define the skills that students 
must acquire in order to achieve combined undergraduate and 
graduate degrees, moving away from the course as the only 
means of evaluating learning. Nearly half of University of 
Waterloo's 35,000 students alternate four-month periods on 
campus and in the workforce as part of the largest co-op 
program in the world. Learning outside of the classroom and 
even after college graduation is encouraged through programs 
including post-college bridging programs, co-ops, 
apprenticeships, and internships. Many new start-ups, such as 
Koru, Minerva University, boot camps, Venture for America, 
and others, have popped up to complement, if not compete 
with, college education and fill the gaps left by colleges. 

The goal of this conference is to offer a platform for 
dialogue on higher education design on a worldwide scale. It 
cordially encourages contributions to report cutting-edge 
analysis, case studies, theory, and application on any subject 
related to higher education, including but not limited to: 
• Objectives and structures for designing higher education 
• Curriculum and program design 
• Innovative teaching pedagogies and Instructional design 
• Learning analytics, assessment and feedback 
• Informal learning opportunities and experience 
• AI, IoT, VR/AR/MR, automation, robotics applications in 

learning 
• Blended/hybrid/flexible learning and environments 
• Open learning content, open educational resources, 

open courses 
• Building communities among learners and teaching 

professionals 
• Industry and professional body partnership learning 

design 
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ELITE 2023 Interna�onal Conference  

Programme 

Day 1: 15 November 2023 (Wednesday) 
Time Day 1 Programme  
8:30 am -9:00 am 
 

The Zoom link is ready.  
Allowing participants to enter. 

 

9:00 am – 9:30 am 
 

Welcome and Opening Address 
• Professor Sally Chan 

President, Tung Wah College 
• Professor Will Ma 

Conference Chairperson 
Group photo taking (Zoom) 
 

 

9:30 am -11:00 am Engaging Learning:  
Challenges and Opportunities [Link] 
Panel: 
• Professor Allan YUEN 

President, Yew Chung College of Early Childhood 
Education, HK 

• Professor Jin Joy MAO,  
Professor, College of Health and Education, Wilkes 
University, USA 

• Professor Albert TEO,  
Professor, School of Management, Tung Wah College, 
HK 

 

 

11:15 am – 12:45 pm Paper Presentation Session 1 [Link] 
• A Content Analysis Approach to Examining Inclusive 

Practices in Teaching and Learning Plans 
Sundeep Daggubati and Kam Cheng, Ara Institute of 
Canterbury (New Zealand) 

• An Examination and Analysis of the Integration of 
Artificial Intelligence and Gamification in the 
Pedagogy of Chinese Higher Education 
Poshan Yu, Soochow University, China; Xian Jiaotong-
Liverpool University & Australian Studies Centre, 
Shanghai University (China) 
Siying Wang, Independent Researcher (China) 

• Vocational Education Input for a Sustainable 
Hospitality Industry 
Monica Wai Chun Choy, Technological and Higher 
Education Institute of Hong Kong 
Alexander Seeshing Yeung, Australian Catholic 
University (Australia) 

• Students’ Approaches to Learning (SAL) and their 
Relations to Burnout among University Freshmen in 
Singapore 
Xiao-Feng Kenan Kok, Shermain Puah, Ching Yee Pua, 
Oran Zane Devilly, and Sok Mui Lim, Centre for 
Learning Environment and Assessment Development, 
Singapore Institute of Technology (Singapore) 

 

 

12:45 pm – 2:15 pm Lunch Break  
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2:15 pm – 3:45 pm Paper Presentation Session 2 [Link]  
• Navigating a supervision model in TESOL research 

training: Narrative insights from Asian international 
PhD students 
Thi Thuy Le, Ho Chi Minh City Open University 
(Vietnam) 
Helena Sit, The University of Newcastle (Australia) 
Shen Chen, The University of Newcastle (Australia) 

• Educating Students for Skills and Knowledge – An 
Experience to Instill Self-determination through 
Business Management Simulation Game 
Competition 
Yui-yip Lau, College of Professional and Continuing 
Education, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
Will W. K. Ma, Tung Wah College 
Chan Kwai Nam, Icetech Hong Kong Company Limited 
Chung Chui Ying, College of Professional and 
Continuing Education, The Hong Kong Polytechnic 
University 

• Second language critical thinking performance of 
tertiary students with varying academic disciplines  
Sheng Tan, The University of Hong Kong 

• International doctoral students’ dissertation writing 
experiences in Hong Kong higher education: The role 
of prior academic writing instruction and perceived 
English proficiency levels 
Matthew Sung and Tim Yung, City University of Hong 
Kong 
 

 

4 pm - 5:30 pm AI & Higher Education [Link] 
Panel: 
• Dr. Katrine Wong,  

Director, Centre for Teaching and Learning 
Enhancement, University of Macao, Macao SAR, 
China 

• Professor Christina Hong,  
Deputy Vice President, Central Queensland University, 
Australia 

• Mr Wilson Yuen,  
Founder & CEO, TFI Digital Media, Hong Kong SAR, 
China 

 

 

End of Day 1   
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Day 2: 16 November 2023 (Thursday) 
Time Day 2 Programme  
9:00 am -9:30 am 
 

The Zoom link is ready.  
Allowing participants to enter. 

 

9:30 am -11:00 am Education Technology Implementation: 
Challenges and Barriers [Link] 
Panel: 
• Professor Meifeng LIU 

School of Educational Technology, Faculty of 
Education, Beijing Normal University, China 

• Dr Juhong Christie Liu, 
Director, Instructional Design, James Madison 
University, USA 

• Dr Karin Avnit 
Deputy Director, CoLEAD (Tech-Enhanced Learning), 
Singapore Institute of Technology, Singapore 

 

 

11:15 am – 12:45 pm Paper Presentation Session 3 [Link] 
• Work-Life-Study Balance Challenges and the 

overcoming strategies of Women in the New Zealand 
Construction Industry 
Xinping, Yang and Kam Yuen, Cheng, Ara Institute of 
Canterbury (New Zealand) 

• Closing Competency Gaps for Engineering Students 
using a Competence-based Assessment Format 
Benson K.H. Hung, Hong Kong Institute of Vocational 
Education (Tsing Yi), Vocational Training Council 

• Value and Challenges of an Integrated Course on 
Digital Marketing and Big Data: A Focus Group Study 
Lee Ka-wai, The University of Hong Kong 

• Peer learning to promote active learning in 
online/hybrid classes – a case study for science 
education 
Kim-hung Lam, Wai-chun Boris Leung, Wai Ki Vicky 
Chan, Wing-yiu Yu, and Long-yung Ivan Chung, The 
Hong Kong Polytechnic University 

 

 

12:45 pm – 2:15 pm Lunch Break 
 
 

 

2:15 pm – 3:45 pm Paper Presentation Session 4 [Link] 
• A Philosophical Approach to Teacher Education 

Chi-Ming Lam, Education University of Hong Kong 
• Embedding Virtual Learning Stimulations to 

Conventional Classroom Teaching 
Yui-yip Lau, College of Professional and Continuing 
Education, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
Nicole S.N. Yiu, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
Eve Man Hin Chan, Technological and Higher 
Education Institute of Hong Kong 
Chung Chui Ying, College of Professional and 
Continuing Education, The Hong Kong Polytechnic 
University 
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• Students’ Perceptions of Using Video Essays as 
Assessment Tools 
Anna Wing Bo TSO, The Hang Seng University of Hong 
Kong 

• Skills and values for the future job market and 
higher education students’ perceptions: 
Questionnaire construction procedure 
Lalla Fatima Zohra ALAMI TALBI, Mohammed V 
university in Rabat (Morocco) 
Sanae FAHMI, Mohammed V university in Rabat, 
(Morocco) 

 
4 pm - 6:00 pm Paper Presentation Session 5 [Link] 

• Re-validating an assessment tool to identify, assess, 
and develop higher education students’ innovation 
competence in online education  
Meiju Keinänen and Taru Konst, Turku University of 
Applied Sciences (Finland) 

• Educators’ Experiences in enabling students learning 
for the VUCA world 
Sirpa Hänti, Turku University of Applied Sciences 
(Finland) 
Koen Veermans, University of Turku (Finland) 

• Modeling of Domain-Specific Competence among 
Technicians (EQF 6) at Higher Education Facilities in 
Germany and Integration thereof in Ackerman’s PPIK 
Theory as a possible Framework 
Eberhard Huester (OStR), Balthasar Neumann 
Technikum Trier (BNT Trier)(Germany) 

• The Structure of Vocational Interests of Future 
Technicians (EQF 6) in Mechanical Engineering for 
Inter-preting Technical Drawings 
Eberhard Huester (OStR), Balthasar Neumann 
Technikum Trier (BNT Trier)(Germany) 
Hannes Saas, Technical University of Kaiserslautern-
Landau (Germany) 

• The Impacts of e-Learning and Virtual Reality on 
Diagnostic Radiography Education 
Kathy Pang, Robert Gordon University (UK)  
Shi Tian Chia, Singapore Institute of Technology 
(Singapore) 
Sin Ping Winna Teng, Singapore Institute of 
Technology (Singapore) 
Christopher Lai, Singapore Institute of Technology 
(Singapore) 
Hajmath Begum Mohamed Sali, Singapore Institute of 
Technology (Singapore) 
 

 

End of Day 2   
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Day 3: 17 November 2023 (Friday) 
Time Day 3 Programme  
9:00 am -9:30 am 
 

The Zoom link is ready.  
Allowing participants to enter. 

 

9:30 am -11:00 am Paper Presentation Session 6 [Link] 
• Empowering the Future of Construction and 

Quantity Surveying Professionals: Unveiling the 
Skills Revolution in New Zealand's Construction 
Industry 
Yingyi Zhou Health New Zealand (New Zealand) 
Kam Yuen Cheng, Ara Institute of Canterbury (New 
Zealand) 

• Intuited the usefulness of an asynchronous online 
discussion in a course management system among 
university students in Hong Kong 
Shui Kau Chiu, Technological and Higher Education 
Institute of Hong Kong 

• Gongyeh App: EFL students’ voices from Hong Kong 
Frankie Har, Hong Kong Polytechnic University 

• Technology-aided Learning at the Intersection of 
Presence-at-hand and Readiness-to-hand and the 
Fusion of Horizons among Students, Technology and 
Teachers 
Jeff Hok-Yin Lau, Caritas Institute of Higher Education 

 

 

11:15 am – 12:45 pm Paper Presentation Session 7 [Link] 
• Existential Relationship between Teacher-Centred 

Learning and Student-Centred Learning Inauthentic 
Solicitude as a Necessary Condition of Authentic 
Solicitude 
Jeff Hok-Yin Lau, Caritas Institute of Higher Education 

• Student-Teachers’ Practicum Experiences in Hong 
Kong and Macao during the COVID-19 Pandemic 
Huey Lei, Caritas Institute of Higher Education 
Victor Wan-chong Choi, Macao Polytechnic University, 
(Macao SAR, China) 
Marcruz Yew-lee Ong, Caritas Institute of Higher 
Education 

• Practical journalism modules to be taught online: A 
blessing or a nightmare to the teachers and 
students? 
Wendy Wing-lam Chan, HKUSpace Po Leung Kuk 
Stanley Ho Community College 
Wong Chi-hung, Hong Kong Metropolitan University 

• Hollowing out and reinventing higher education: An 
individualist perspective 
Shui Kau CHIU, Technological and Higher Education 
Institute of Hong Kong 
 

 

End of Conference   
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Panel Discussion I 

Day 1, 15 November 2023 (Wed), 9:30 am – 11:00 am.  

Back: [Day 1][Day 2][Day3] 

 

Engaging Learning: Challenges and Opportuni�es  

Panel: 

 Professor Allan YUEN 
President and Professor (2019-now), Yew Chung College of Early Childhood Education, HK 

 Professor Jin Joy MAO,  
Professor, College of Health and Education, Wilkes University, USA 

 Professor Albert TEO,  
Professor, School of Management, Tung Wah College, HK 

 

Professor Allan Yuen is currently President of Yew Chung College of Early Childhood Educa�on 
(YCCECE). Before joining YCCECE, he served the Faculty of Educa�on, the University of Hong 
Kong for 22 years and took up various posi�ons on the Faculty’s senior management team, 
such as Programme Director, Centre Director, Division Head, and Associate Dean. He was a 
founding member of two research centres, namely Centre for Informa�on Technology in 
Educa�on (CITE) and Centre for Advancement in Inclusive and Special Educa�on (CAISE). His 
research interest chiefly deals with educa�onal technology and science of learning taking an 
interdisciplinary approach at different educa�onal levels from pre-school to ter�ary. He has 
extensive exper�se in conduc�ng large-scale projects and interna�onal compara�ve studies. 
He led more than 60 research and development projects and published widely including books, 
edited volumes, journal ar�cles, book chapters, conference papers, and research reports, in 
par�cular ar�cles in a wide range of top-�er journals in educa�on. He has made significant 
contribu�ons to the academic and professional communi�es. He served as the Vice Chairman 
of Hong Kong Educa�onal Research Associa�on (HKERA). He is also a founding member and 
Honorary President of Hong Kong Associa�on for Educa�onal Communica�ons and 
Technology (HKAECT). 

 

Jin Joy Mao, Ph.D. in Instruc�onal Systems from the Pennsylvania State University and 
Professor of Educa�onal Technology in the College of Health and Educa�on at Wilkes 
University, United States. Dr. Mao’s research focuses on learning technologies and systems 
thinking, policies, STEM educa�on, and innova�ve methods for educa�onal technology 
research. She received ar�cle awards from the Associa�on for Educa�onal Communica�ons 
and Technology (AECT) and has been a Special Issue Guest Editor for peer-reviewed journals. 
She has served in various leadership posi�ons for AECT. Currently, she is serving on the Division 
of Emerging Learning Technologies (DELT) board and will start her new role as a board 
representa�ve for AECT in the coming year. 
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Albert Chu Ying TEO is the dean and a professor at the School of Management, Tung Wah 
College (TWC). Prior to joining TWC, he was an associate professor at the School of Business, 
Na�onal University of Singapore (NUS). While at NUS, he also took on various leadership roles: 
founding director of the Chua Thian Poh Community Leadership Center; founding director of 
the Center for Social Entrepreneurship and Philanthropy; and deputy director of the University 
Scholars Program. He received his PhD degree from the Haas School of Business, University of 
California, Berkeley. His current academic interests are in the areas of social entrepreneurship, 
community development, and social impact measurement. Albert serves as a member of the 
regional council of Ins�tute for Social Entrepreneurship in Asia. He offers pro-bono services to 
nonprofit organiza�ons such as Associa�on for Progressive Communica�ons and Hong Kong 
Council of Social Service. Prior to his reloca�on from Singapore to Hong Kong, he served as the 
leader of a volunteer group offering massage services to pa�ents in the HIV/AIDS and geriatric 
wards in Tan Tock Seng Hospital. He also sat on various Singapore government-appointed 
commitees overseeing program funding in the social services sector in Singapore.  
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Panel Discussion II 

Day 1, 15 November 2023 (Wed), 4 pm – 5:30 pm.  

Back: [Day 1][Day 2][Day3] 

 

AI & Higher Educa�on 

Panel: 

 Dr. Katrine Wong,  
Director, Centre for Teaching and Learning Enhancement, University of Macao, Macao SAR, 
China 

 Professor Christina Hong,  
Deputy Vice President, Central Queensland University, Australia 

 Mr Wilson Yuen,  
Founder & CEO, TFI Digital Media, Hong Kong SAR, China 

 

Dr. Katrine K. Wong, Director of the Centre for Teaching and Learning Enhancement at the 
University of Macau (UM), holds an associate professorship in English Literature. She writes 
on English Renaissance Drama and Music in Theatre. Her publica�on includes ar�cles in top 
academic journals (including Adapta�on and Early Theatre), book chapters with Oxford 
University Press, monograph Music and Gender in English Renaissance Drama (Routledge) and 
edited volumes such as Eastern and Western Synergies and Imagina�ons: Texts and Histories 
(Brill). A Principal Fellow of Advance HE (PFHEA), Wong has given in the past five years over 30 
keynote presenta�ons, seminars and workshops at interna�onal and na�onal/regional T&L 
events. Her areas of exper�se include e-learning and pedagogical innova�on, as well as Faculty 
Learning Communi�es (FLCs) on various topics including Teaching Por�olio, Blended Learning. 
Wong led the crea�on of Crea�vity, the first MOOC from Macao SAR. The course was launched 
in September 2018 and is listed by the Ministry of Educa�on of China as a na�onal first-class 
undergraduate course (國家級一流本科課程). In addi�on to holding a PhD in English Literary 
Studies from the University of Leeds, Wong, a classically-trained musician, also holds 
professional �tles of FTCL (Piano) and LTCL (Voice) from Trinity College London. She is 
conductor of Coro Perosi Macao and vocal coach of UM Choir. 

 

Prof. Dr. Chris�na Hong Ph.D., Hon. DA., is the Deputy Vice President, Central Queensland 
University (CQU), based at the CQU Brisbane Campus, Brisbane, Australia. Chris�na is the 
immediate past-President, of the Technological and Higher Educa�on Ins�tute of Hong Kong 
(THEi). Chris�na has a strong background in educa�onal management and leadership with an 
emphasis on organiza�onal change management, curriculum transforma�on, technology-
enhanced learning, and teacher praxis across the school, VET and higher educa�on sectors. 
Chris�na’s prior roles include senior execu�ve roles in the TAFE and university sectors in 
Australia as well as na�onal educa�onal reform and ter�ary educa�on leadership roles in New 
Zealand. Chris�na is par�cularly interested in how ter�ary ins�tu�ons foster C21st 
employability skills, the dynamic of innova�on ecosystems and collabora�on through 
interna�onaliza�on, industry linkages and applied research ac�vi�es. She is highly sought a�er 
as an interna�onal consultant and speaker, including, Hong Kong SAR and Greater Bay Area 
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(China) technology innova�on Ed-Tech start-up panels, UNESCO global projects, and APAC 
educa�on forums. Chris�na ini�ated the Interna�onal Conference on Applied Educa�on, 
Technology and Innova�on (AETI) in 2019, and with Dr. Will Ma has co-edited three thema�c 
publica�ons: Applied degree educa�on and the future of work (2020), Applied degree 
educa�on and the future of learning (2022) and Applied degree educa�on and the shape of 
things to come (2023). 

 

Mr Wilson Yuen 

Over 25 years, Wilson has established himself as an expert in Cryptography, Informa�on 
Security, User Experience Design, Ludology and a pioneer in Game Design & Development 
educa�on. His passion towards innova�ve technology is well-recognized and was named one 
of Debret’s Hong Kong 100 Most Influen�al People in 2015 (one out of ten individuals under 
Technology and Digital category), and received the Hong Kong Young Industrialist Awards in 
2017. Wilson is the founder and CEO of TFI Digital Media Limited, a HK-based technology 
company specializing in video-related technologies. He also provides advisory services to 
mul�ple family offices on venture capital investments. Prior to his role at TFI, he was the Chief 
Informa�on Officer at Commercial Radio Hong Kong, and taught post-graduate courses at 
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, City University of Hong Kong and Hong Kong Bap�st 
University. Wilson obtained his BSc in Applied Compu�ng with First Class Honours from the 
University of Her�ordshire, UK and an MSc in Informa�on Engineering from the Chinese 
University of Hong Kong. Wilson co-authored 4 interna�onal journals and co-invented over 10 
interna�onal patents. Wilson is currently the Ins�tute Council Member of THEi, VTC and 
External Advisor of Departmental Advisory Commitee for Electrical Engineering, CityU. Wilson 
also serves as an Honorary Advisor to the Professional Informa�on Security Associa�on and 
Global Design Ambassador of the Interac�on Design Founda�on. 
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Panel Discussion III 

Day 2, 16 November 2023 (Thur), 9:30 am – 11:00 am.  

Back: [Day 1][Day 2][Day3] 

 

Educa�on Technology Implementa�on: Challenges and Barriers  

Panel: 

 Professor Meifeng LIU 
School of Educational Technology, Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University, China 

 Dr Juhong Christie Liu, 
Director, Instructional Design, James Madison University, USA 

 Dr Karin Avnit 
Deputy Director, CoLEAD (Tech-Enhanced Learning), Singapore Institute of Technology, Singapore 

 

Dr Meifeng Liu is a Professor at School of Educa�onal Technology, Faculty of Educa�on, Beijing 
Normal University. She majored in Educa�onal Technology during her Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degree and Interna�onal and Compara�ve Educa�on for her Doctorate. She has published 
over 140 academic papers, 10 books & textbooks, and has worked on more than 70 
interna�onal and domes�c projects. In 2010, she was selected into the Ministry of Educa�on’s 
New Century Talent Support Program. In 2012, she was awarded the Robert deKieffer 
Interna�onal Fellowship by AECT Educa�onal Technology Founda�on. Meifeng’s main 
research interests include human performance technology, instruc�onal design and teacher 
professional development, theory research of educa�onal technology, and applica�on of 
informa�on technology in educa�on. 

 

Dr. Juhong Chris�e Liu is an Associate Professor and Director of Instruc�onal Design at James 
Madison University (JMU). Dr. Liu leads programs and ini�a�ves with a newly formed 
Instruc�onal Design department in JMU Libraries. She teaches and mentors graduate and 
undergraduate classes and students in hybrid and online formats. Her research interests 
include instruc�onal design for inclusive and open access to learning, educa�onal design 
research, teaching and learning with emerging technologies, evalua�on and assessment in 
technology-mediated learning environments, and cross-cultural collabora�ve research. 
Chris�e has earned a Ph.D. degree in Curriculum and Instruc�on/ Instruc�onal Design and 
Technology from Virginia Tech. Dr. Liu serves on NSF review panels, Editorial Boards of 
TechTrends and Journal of Educa�onal Technology Development and Exchange (JETDE), and 
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Abstract 

This abstract presents a content analysis approach to examining Teaching and Learning Plans 
(TLPs) within construc�on management degree programs in New Zealand. U�lizing four 
indigenous models, it evaluates TLPs for their alignment with inclusive prac�ce atributes, 
encompassing diversity, rela�onships, interac�ons, accessibility, and approachability. The 
study addresses the central challenge of cra�ing inclusive TLPs tailored to the unique needs of 
courses marked by diverse student backgrounds and block course delivery formats. It 
inves�gates two primary research inquiries: A) Iden�fying essen�al atributes for inclusive 
prac�ce within teaching and learning contexts; B) Assessing the extent of incorpora�on of 
these atributes in selected TLPs. The study reveals varying degrees of inclusion across these 
atributes, underscoring areas necessita�ng enhancement, such as acknowledging cultural 
diversity, promo�ng technology-enabled collabora�on, and addressing individualized learning 
requirements. The research underscores the importance of improving TLPs to cul�vate 
inclusive learning environments, thereby contribu�ng to enhanced educa�onal outcomes for 
diverse student popula�ons. 

Keywords inclusive prac�ces, teaching and learning, content analysis, educa�on, diversity, 
equity, inclusion, curriculum, pedagogy.  
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learning. He is interested in interdisciplinary learning, modern methods of construc�on and 
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Abstract 

This chapter aims to examine the synergis�c rela�onship between ar�ficial intelligence (AI) 
and gamifica�on associated with Chinese higher educa�on. The study commences by 
providing a comprehensive introduc�on to the various stages of AI development and its key 
associated technologies, highligh�ng the importance of AI in educa�on and its poten�al 
contribu�ons to the field. Addi�onally, the study focuses on the prac�cal applica�on of AI in 
educa�on, examining scenarios such as intelligent educa�on environments, learning support 
systems, evalua�on mechanisms, educator assistance, and educa�onal management services. 
Overall, this study provides a comprehensive analysis of the integra�on of AI and gamifica�on 
in Chinese higher educa�on, offering valuable insights into the poten�al benefits, difficul�es, 
and ethical concerns related to these technologies, and laying the founda�on for future 
research in this cap�va�ng and rapidly advancing field.  

Keywords: Ar�ficial intelligence; Gamifica�on; Data privacy; Intellectual property rights; 
Academic integrity 
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Abstract 

Higher educa�on ins�tu�ons that provide voca�onal educa�on (VE) programs have the role 
of providing voca�onal training for a lifelong career. Higher educa�on students in hospitality 
programs in Hong Kong were surveyed (N=362). Structural equa�on modelling found that 
among VE’s competence and affect inputs, students’ affect toward the discipline was the 
strongest driver of voca�onal resilience and lifelong career choice, which are presumably the 
main contributors of the industry’s sustainability. To supply a con�nual flow of competent and 
passionate workers who are resilient and willing to take the voca�on as a lifelong career so as 
to sustain a flourishing hospitality industry, higher educa�on providers should place more 
emphasis on nurturing students’ affec�ve self-concept in addi�on to the tradi�onal inputs of 
skills and knowledge in their VE programs. 

Keywords: higher educa�on; voca�onal educa�on; self-concept; resilience; hospitality and 
tourism 
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Abstract  

This study inves�gates the reciprocal rela�onship between students’ approaches to learning 
(SAL) and burnout among year-one university students. Prior research has linked SAL (i.e., 
deep, unreflec�ve, organised studying) to burnout (i.e., exhaus�on, cynicism, inadequacy), but 
few studies have explored the bidirec�onal rela�onship between SAL and burnout. To bridge 
this research gap, data from two cohorts of freshmen (Cohort 1, n = 261; Cohort 2, n = 216) 
were collected via the SAL scale (SALS) and school burnout inventory (SBI) at the beginning 
and end of their first year. Both cohorts exhibited bidirec�onality between unreflec�ve 
approach (UA) and cynicism, indica�ng that increased UA could lead to higher cynicism, and 
vice-versa. These findings underscore the importance of recognizing the interplay between UA 
and cynicism for interven�ons targe�ng UA reduc�on and emphasizes the need to consider 
the poten�al unintended consequences of heightening freshmen’s cynical a�tudes towards 
studying when atemp�ng to reduce UA.    

Keywords: students’ approaches to learning; burnout; bidirec�onal rela�onship; university; 
freshmen 
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Abstract 

Exploring supervision experiences to iden�fy the factors that facilitate or hinder the harmony 
and smoothness of supervision contributes to adequate supervision. There is substan�al 
empirical evidence concerning supervisors' experience of supervision. Nevertheless, 
interna�onal doctoral students' supervision experiences have not been adequately 
inves�gated, and litle is known about the supervision experience of Asian PhD students 
undertaking TESOL training. Specifically focusing on a broad spectrum of challenges faced by 
such a cohort, this study provides a deeper understanding and insight into the complex process 
of supervision that leads to successful research training globally. The Cri�cal Incident 
Technique (CIT) was adopted for inves�ga�ng research training experiences in na�ve English-
speaking countries. Key findings were presented, followed by cri�cal and detailed analysis and 
comments. Implica�ons for the adequate supervision of prospec�ve interna�onal PhD 
students were also discussed, laying the founda�on for developing a humanis�c model for the 
supervision of Asian interna�onal PhD students.  

Keywords: Doctoral supervision, supervisory rela�onship, TESOL, PhD, Asian, interna�onal 
students. 
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Abstract 

The rise of the Business Management Simula�on Game has changed student learning 
experiences, curriculum designs, and learning pedagogies in business management 
programmes. This research study inves�gates the development, key elements, design, and 
implement Business Management Simula�on Pla�orm and explores the learning experiences 
of students through such a game. In addi�on, 364 survey ques�onnaires are gathered from 
university students who have par�cipated in Business Management Simula�on Game 
Compe��on. The research findings explore the usefulness of the simula�on game from 
students’ perspec�ves, as well as the student’s percep�ons and interests in the simula�on 
game. As expected, the study provides construc�ve advice so that educators improve teaching 
pedagogies and revamp curricula to foster the growth of professional educa�on in the higher 
educa�on sector in the future.  

Keywords: Business Management Simula�on Game compe��on; Usefulness of simula�on 
game; Students’ percep�ons and interests; Teaching pedagogies; Professional educa�on; 
Curricula revamp 
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Abstract 

Recent years have witnessed growing research interests in cri�cal thinking (CT) performance 
in second language (L2) argumenta�ve wri�ng. Exis�ng evidence revealed influences of 
language proficiency (Dong & Chang, 2023) and cultural backgrounds (Zhao, 2020) on L2 CT 
performance, but litle research has explored how disciplinary differences may influence L2 CT 
performance. The present study addressed this research gap by assessing CT performance in 
L2 argumenta�ve essays writen by 62 Chinese undergraduates from three types of disciplines: 
English; humani�es; science or engineering. The findings revealed that (1) disciplinary 
differences did not significantly influence the L2 CT performance, and (2) the L2 CT 
performance of the students majoring in humani�es was the most disappoin�ng. The study 
can provide significant implica�ons for ter�ary L2 educa�on that more CT-embedded 
educa�onal prac�ces need to be implemented in L2 classrooms. 

Keywords: Argumenta�ve wri�ng; Cri�cal thinking; Disciplinary differences; Second language 
educa�on; Ter�ary educa�on 
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Abstract  

Informed by sociocultural theory and the framework of academic discourse socializa�on, this 
qualita�ve study explored how interna�onal doctoral students from non-Anglophone 
countries perceived their experiences of disserta�on wri�ng in English, their second language. 
Data were collected through interviews with interna�onal doctoral students at an English-
medium university in Hong Kong and were subject to thema�c analysis. Findings revealed that 
these students reported a vast array of experiences with disserta�on wri�ng in English. 
Notably, these students’ prior academic wri�ng instruc�on and their perceived English 
proficiency levels play an important role in media�ng their socializa�on into disserta�on 
wri�ng during their doctoral studies. While some students reported high levels of English 
proficiency and had rich experiences of academic wri�ng, others admited that they narrowly 
passed language requirements for admission and struggled in nego�a�ng academic English 
wri�ng norms. Our findings point to sugges�ons on how to enhance disserta�on wri�ng 
support provision for interna�onal doctoral students.  
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Abstract 

Purpose: The construc�on industry holds immense importance in the New Zealand economy, 
contribu�ng significantly to its growth and development. The industry accounts for a 
considerable por�on of the country's gross domes�c product. Addi�onally, it is a major source 
of employment, ranking among the largest employers in the country (MBIE, 2022). The study 
also explores strategies that could be u�lised to help integrate family, career and study into a 
sustainable framework. Originality: This is the first study in New Zealand that delves into the 
various aspects influencing the work-life balance of women who serve New Zealand's 
construc�on occupa�ons and the consequences of their work-life conflicts. Methodology: 
Mixed methods are adopted in the form of ques�onnaires. Closed-end ques�ons are set in 
Likert Scale and open-ended for the strategies part. Findings: For women in the New Zealand 
construc�on industry to achieve a work-life-study balance, workplace flexibility, family support, 
specific laws/policies, remote work op�ons, inclusive educa�on, and industry partner- ships 
are required. Implemen�ng these strategies creates an environment where women can 
effec�vely reconcile work, life, and study. 

Keywords: Work-life-study balance, work-life strategies, construc�on, women 

 

Xinping Yang comes from China. Ms. Yang graduated with a Level 6 Diploma in Mobile 
Communica�on Technology from Shenzhen Polytechnic in China. She is currently studying for 
a Bachelor of Quan�ty Surveying at Ara Ins�tute of Canterbury in New Zealand. Ms. Yang 
works at Wats & Hughes Construc�on Ltd. as a quan�ty surveyor support in New Zealand. 
She is a member of New Zealand Ins�tute of Quan�ty Surveyors. 

K.Y. Cheng comes from New Zealand. He graduated with Master Degree in Educa�onal 
Leadership in University of Auckland, European union law (2013) in King’s College London, 
London, UK and Master in building services engineering (2008) in Heriot-Wat University, 
Edinburgh, Scotland, UK. He currently works in Ara Ins�tute of Canterbury in the capacity of 
Head of Construc�on and programme leader – Construc�on Management, QS and 
Architectural Technology programme. Previously he worked in Sinopec Hong Kong and UAE in 
the capacity of Senior Cost Control Manager. He is the fellow member of Royal Ins�tu�on of 
Chartered Surveyors, Chartered member of Royal Ins�tute of Bri�sh Architects, member of 
New Zealand Ins�tute of Architect, member of New Zealand Ins�tute of Building and 
registered quan�ty surveyor in New Zealand. 

  

mailto:Shirleyeung22@gmail.com
mailto:Kam.cheng@ara.ac.nz


29 
 

15-17 November 2023, ELITE 2023 International Conference 
The Centre for Innovative Teaching and Learning (CITL), Tung Wah College, Hong Kong 

Closing Competency Gaps for Engineering Students  

using a Competence-based Assessment Format 

 

Benson K.H. Hung 

Workplace Learning and Assessment Project Team (Engineering Programmes), Hong Kong Ins�tute of 
Voca�onal Educa�on (Tsing Yi), Voca�onal Training Council, Hong Kong SAR, China 

bensonhung@vtc.edu.hk  

 

Abstract  

In the realm of Voca�onal and Professional Educa�on and Training (VPET), the appren�ce-
based approach is established in engineering but reveals a disconnect between employer and 
learner perspec�ves on workplace culture. This study aimed to bridge this gap by assessing 
learner skill proficiency and aligning employer and young engineer expecta�ons in the 
construc�on industry's digital age through Workplace Learning and Assessment (WLA). 
Employers and learners were surveyed to map learner competencies with future skill needs, 
shedding light on cri�cal areas like Building Informa�on Modelling (BIM), problem-solving, and 
presenta�on skills. Notably, students lacked the expected knowledge levels in key construc�on 
subjects, emphasizing the need for targeted educa�on. The study's quan�ta�ve approach and 
analysis of employer and student percep�ons offer valuable insights for educators, 
policymakers, and ins�tutes. It highlights the importance of competence-based assessments 
and the poten�al for young engineers to adapt their skills for future roles. This research 
supports the evolu�on of effec�ve workplace culture and a shi� towards hybrid working, 
making it per�nent for the construc�on industry's future and VPET stakeholders. 

Keywords: Competency Gaps; Skill Proficiency; Competence-based Assessment; Engineering 
Students; Voca�onal and Professional Educa�on and Training 

 

Benson K.H. HUNG has a substan�al teaching experience in degree, higher degree and sub-
degree levels at higher educa�on ins�tu�ons, with course formula�on, curriculum 
development and module design, academic and project supervision and administra�on. He 
has experiences in research, scholas�c and professional ac�vi�es such as conference and 
workshop, providing services to the local professional community. In view of his outstanding 
teaching achievements and strong industry linkages, he was awarded the Teaching Excellence 
Award 2016/17 and the Staff Excellence Award 2020/21 by the Voca�onal Training Council 
respec�vely.   

  

mailto:bensonhung@vtc.edu.hk


30 
 

15-17 November 2023, ELITE 2023 International Conference 
The Centre for Innovative Teaching and Learning (CITL), Tung Wah College, Hong Kong 

Value and Challenges of an Integrated Course on Digital Marke�ng and Big Data:  

A Focus Group Study 

 

LEE Ka-wai 

Faculty of Educa�on, the University of Hong Kong 

LEEWAIKY@GMAIL.COM  

                                                                                     

Abstract 

We assembled a varied group of 12 students for this study to take a deeper look at the full 
digital marke�ng and Big Data course. The course includes exercises for students of various 
skill levels, from beginning to expert, and covers big data analy�cs, data mining, consumer 
sen�ment analysis, and machine learning. The students discussed the relevance and benefits 
of each ac�vity and the challenges they encountered while learning Big Data approaches and 
technologies. Our findings revealed that the ability to visualize data is very significant in Big 
Data, as it aids in making complex informa�on more consumable for various audiences. 
However, the genuine worth of any ac�vity is determined by a student's interests, learning 
style, and career goals. Students struggle with unfamiliarity with Big Data tools, limited 
knowledge, lack of �me, and interpreta�on of results. The study suggests personalized 
learning experiences, data-driven teaching strategies, interdisciplinary collabora�on, and 
prac�cal skills development as recommended approaches to overcome these obstacles. By 
implemen�ng these solu�ons, educators can create targeted learning experiences, increase 
student engagement, and ul�mately improve learning outcomes in Big Data digital marke�ng 
courses. 

Keywords: big data, digital marke�ng, course modifica�on, syllabus, focus group 
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 Abstract 

The COVID-19 pandemic has shi�ed tradi�onal face-to-face (F2F) teaching to hybrid/online 
class delivery. Student-instructor interac�on in this new teaching mode is rather limited. The 
online classroom pla�orms used at The Hong Kong Polytechnic University including Blackboard 
Collaborate Ultra, MS Teams and Zoom, can support students’ learning during the pandemic; 
but we wonder whether this alterna�ve mode can be as effec�ve as the tradi�onal F2F mode. 
Par�cularly, students may become more passive in their learning. In this study, we reported 
our provisions to promote peer learning among students with the aid of designed ac�vi�es. 
To prepare our students with beter life-long learning, group effort and communica�on 
characteris�cs, we incorporated peer learning ac�vi�es to enhance the learning experience of 
our undergraduates. We herein reported our preliminary inves�ga�on of the use of peer 
learning provisions in improving the online/hybrid teaching and learning. In general, students 
believed that the online learning and peer learning could assist them to achieve the learning 
outcomes. Over 66% of the students are sa�sfied with their online learning and peer learning 
experience in the 2021-2022 academic year. 

Keywords: Peer learning, Blackboard (BB), Blackboard Collaborate Ultra, MS Teams, Zoom, 
STEM educa�on, General Educa�on. 
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Abstract 

This ar�cle presents a study that examines the impact of a Philosophy for Children (P4C) 
programme on teachers in Hong Kong, specifically focusing on its effec�veness in fostering 
dialogic and inquiry-based teaching approaches.  While dialogic teaching has been 
acknowledged as beneficial for cul�va�ng vital competencies such as crea�vity, cri�cal 
thinking, and communica�on skills, exis�ng literature reveals a prevalent tendency towards 
monologic teacher-student interac�ons across various subjects, grades, and countries.  By 
providing training and support to teachers, enabling them to implement P4C in Integrated 
Humani�es and English lessons, this study aimed to evaluate the programme’s effec�veness 
in enhancing teachers’ classroom prac�ces.  The results indicated that P4C significantly 
contributed to improving teachers’ ability to engage in dialogic and inquiry-based teaching, 
thereby enhancing their overall effec�veness in the classroom.  These findings highlight the 
significant role of P4C in promo�ng teachers’ professional development and its relevance to 
innova�ve teaching pedagogies in higher educa�on. 

Keywords: Philosophy for children; teachers’ professional development; dialogic and inquiry-
based teaching; teachers’ a�tude; Hong Kong 
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Abstract 

The study introduces virtual learning to enhance student’s learning experience in the selected 
logis�cs subjects. Construc�on safety is one of the important topics in this selected subject. In 
addi�on to conven�onal teaching methods, a short Virtual Reality (VR) scenario will be tailor-
made and shown to the students. The study adop�ng innova�ve VR interven�ons can mo�vate 
students to learn the course materials in a self-directed approach. This study aims to (1) enrich 
students’ deeper understanding of the subject context and improve their learning outcomes 
by introducing high-quality VR interven�ons in the selected taught subject; and (2) assist 
students in developing reflec�ve learning a�tudes through the appropriate use of enquiry-
based learning methods (i.e., ‘engage’, ‘explore’, ‘explain’, ‘elaborate’, and ‘evaluate’). To 
address the research objec�ves, 60 ter�ary students’ survey data were sta�s�cally analyzed, 
along with conduc�ng these ter�ary students’ reflec�ve wri�ng content analysis. 

Keywords: Virtual Learning; Virtual Reality; Construc�on Safety; Enquiry-based Learning 
Methods 
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Abstract  

As visual literacy becomes increasingly important in the digital learning environment, 
academics and university students alike must learn how to read the mul�modal texts, extract 
meaning from them, and see how they work in order to become fully literate. Using video 
essays for tools for assessment, especially in a cross-disciplinary field like film studies, will be 
one of the future direc�ons in engaged learning. With a view to inves�ga�ng the effec�veness 
of using video essays as assessment tools, this paper looks into the learning experiences of 40 
university students who took a general educa�on (GE) module �tled Film Art. Surveys and 
interviews were conducted to examine students’ percep�ons of video essay assignments. The 
author will also share her concerns and undertandings about copyright issues most teachers 
and students may encounter when crea�ng video essays.  

Keywords: Assessment, video essays, visual literacy, students’ percep�on 
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Abstract 

Developing university students’ values, skills, and competencies required to integrate in the 
future job market has o�en been the concern of various interna�onal reports. Thus, the major 
role of the university is no longer limited to the dissemina�on of knowledge and academic 
research (Altbach, 2008), but extends it to include the empowerment of youth to fit in the job 
market. Within this spirit, this paper presents the methodology of construc�ng and tes�ng the 
validity of a ques�onnaire developed to assess university students’ values, competencies, and 
skills at work in the MENA region. More precisely, it aims to inves�gate whether university 
students are aware of the skills and values required by the future job market as iden�fied by 
UNESCO report of learning to-do (2005); Life Skills and Ci�zenships Educa�on Ini�a�ve Report 
(2017); Framework of 21st Century learning (2019); and World Economic Forum (2023). The 
ques�onnaire also targets to elicit data on students’ view on the extent to which university 
training and parents’ educa�on prepare them for the labor market needs. The ques�onnaire 
was tested using Chronbach Alpha test and reported excellent level of internal reliability.  The 
ques�onnaire was then administered online to Moroccan higher educa�on students as a 
small-scale pilot study to determine its feasibility and weaknesses.  

Keywords: Values; skills; competencies; ques�onnaire construc�on; future job market; MENA 
region 
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Abstract 

Innova�ve behaviour and generic innova�on competences are shared aims for degree studies 
in all study fields in all European higher educa�on ins�tu�ons. However, narrower views have 
been put on how students are learning innova�on competences in the digital environments 
yet. Addi�onally, empirically validated instruments to analyze innova�on in educa�onal online 
contexts are missing. The aim of this ar�cle is to present a novel re-validated tool to iden�fy, 
assess and develop innova�on competences in online learning situa�ons. The study is based 
on two-rounded content valida�on process of expert panels, wherein the exis�ng FINCODA 
Assessment Tool describing innova�ve behaviour was evaluated. In total 17 European higher 
educa�on experts from three countries (Finland n6, Spain n7, and Germany n4) par�cipated 
in the valida�on process. As a result, the final re-validated assessment tool includes five 
dimensions of innova�on competences; crea�vity, cri�cal thinking, ini�a�ve, teamwork and 
networking, with 33 items describing of innova�ve behavior and ac�on. Addi�onally, the 
assessment tool includes a new subdimension with four op�onal items of sustainable 
development aspect as a part of cri�cal thinking. This ar�cle is useful for those who want to 
train future innovators and develop and diversify online assessment prac�ces of higher 
educa�on. 

Keywords: innova�on competence, assessment, valida�on, online pedagogy, higher educa�on 
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Abstract  

Working-life has seen accelerated change during the past decades. This change has been 
described as vola�le, uncertain, complex, and ambiguous (VUCA). The cri�cal role of Higher 
Educa�on Ins�tu�ons in preparing the students for working-life has also gained some 
recogni�on, but studies on educators in HEIs are s�ll very rare. The aim of this study is to 
inves�gate educators’ experiences in designing learning environments that aim to prepare 
students for the future working life in HEIs across 13 different learning environments in 5 
countries. This ar�cle brings new insight on how the educators experience enabling student’s 
learning. Three educator profiles could be derived, and the study shows differences among 
educators in both experiences and perceived importance of design elements. However, more 
research is needed on how educators perceive these learning environments, and how these 
may or may not support their role in enabling students’ learning for the VUCA world. 

Keywords: learning environment, design elements, VUCA, higher educa�on 
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Abstract 

The present study focuses on the structure of domain-specific competence among technicians 
(EQF 6) at voca�onal schools in Germany. In a smaller sample (n=243), domain-specific compe-
tence had already emerged as a mul�dimensional construct. Domain-specific competence can 
be subdivided into content knowledge and analy�c problem-solving competence. Content 
knowledge turned out to be a two-dimensional construct and analy�c problem-solving 
competence a five-dimensional construct. Content knowledge and fluid intelligence showed 
significant standardized regressions on the dimensions of problem solving. The regressions of 
content knowledge on prob-lem solving were the strongest (cf. Walker & Huester, 2022). Can 
the structure of domain-specific competence be confirmed in the larger sample? And how can 
the students' professional interest be adequately taken into account according to Holland 
(1997)? Six colleges (EQF 6) par�cipated in the pretest (n=375). Most of the data was collected 
via the digital learning pla�orm Moodle. The data analysis is performed using SEM with Mplus. 
Results: Content knowledge and analy�cal problem-solving competence are mul�dimensional. 
The highest regressions in terms of analy�cal problem-solving competence are obtained for 
mul�dimensional content knowledge as outlined in the PPIK theory (Ackerman, 1996).   

Keywords: Educa�onal research, quan�ta�ve research, technician educa�on and training, 
competence, adult educa�on 
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Abstract 

The present quan�ta�ve analysis of empirical research focuses on the structure of professional 
inter-ests of technicians (EQF 6). A study with a larger sample is already available (cf. Huester, 
2023, pp.192-200). Hypothesis: With regard to technicians, can the hexagonal structure of 
occupa�onal interests according to Holland (1997) also be iden�fied as a circumplex using a 
structural equa�on model? The structure of occupa�onal interests is inves�gated using SEM 
models from other studies (cf. Nagy, 2005). The present study was conducted at six technical 
colleges in a longitudinal control experimental group design (n=243) in regular classes. Data 
analysis was performed with SEM using Mplus so�ware. Results: Voca�onal interests can be 
represented as a quasi-complex, thus maintaining the RIASEC mod-el. In further research, 
these findings can be integrated into PPIK theory. Then, it can also be shown whether there is 
an influence of voca�onal interests on domain-specific competence. 

Keywords: voca�onal interests/ competencies/ knowledge/ problem solving/ structural 
equa�on model/ PPIK theory 
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Abstract 

Diagnos�c Radiography (DR) educa�on underwent a significant transforma�on from didac�c 
lectures to interac�ve learning. It is shi�ing towards student-centred learning to ac�ve 
learning. This calls for further research to evaluate how e-learning and virtual reality impact 
learners’ learning. As Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) has disrupted learning, this 
narra�ve aimed to review the impacts of electronic learning (e-learning) and virtual reality (VR) 
on learners’ learning experience. A comprehensive search was conducted across PubMed, 
Sage Journals Online, CINAHL Complete, Radiography Online, and Web of Science databases 
ranging from 2006 to 2023. Based on the results, the posi�ve impacts of both e-learning and 
VR outweighed the nega�ve impacts. It is not ideal to replace conven�onal learning with e-
learning and. Thus, a blended learning can be implemented with further research.  

Keywords: Radiography, Virtual Reality, E-learning, Blended learning 
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Abstract 

Significant changes in the building sector are presently being driven by technological 
breakthroughs, climate change, and a growing emphasis on well-being. The disrup�ons 
created by the 2020 pandemic have highlighted the importance of training students for 
professions in this expanding sector. Diploma-level building and quan�ty surveying 
programmes are widely provided at polytechnics throughout New Zealand. In contrast, litle 
study on skill transfer has been performed in the New Zealand construc�on industry. This 
study seeks to address this gap by iden�fying the essen�al skills for the future and inves�ga�ng 
how academic curricula might be adjusted to match altering corporate requirements over the 
next three to five years. The purpose is to provide graduates with the skills they need to 
succeed in New Zealand's construc�on sector. In-depth interviews with academics and 
professionals were conducted, followed by a thema�c analysis of the interview transcripts. 
The study suggests three major topic areas are cri�cal for designing construc�on and quan�ty 
surveying programmes: data analy�cs and STEM knowledge, coopera�on and communica�on, 
energy management, and circular economy. Furthermore, the correla�ons between these 
categories give informa�ve data that may be u�lised to create curriculum development 
recommenda�ons. 

Keywords: Construc�on, Future skills, Higher Educa�on, Sustainability, Transforma�on 
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Abstract 

Despite adop�ng an asynchronous online discussion (AOD) in a course management system 
(CMS), students did not engage much in the ac�vity. This study employed the technology 
acceptance model (TAM) as a theore�cal framework to probe the effec�veness of the 
adop�on in enhancing students’ learning experiences. Two research ques�ons about how 
students intuited an AOD in a CMS were formed. Data were collected from semi-structured 
interviews among university students in Hong Kong. This study found that while informants 
did not perceive the discussion useful for their learning, their percep�ons were mediated by 
way of its prac�cing, students’ learning strategies and socially desirable behaviour. This study 
called forth educators to consider the social context in which students are situated when 
adop�ng a pedagogy. This study’s findings can have significant implica�ons for educa�on 
policymakers to launch appropriate educa�on reforms to enhance teaching effec�veness. It 
also cons�tutes a theore�cal implica�on for the TAM.  

Keywords: asynchronous online discussion, course management system, technology 
acceptance model, usefulness, higher educa�on.  
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Abstract 

This study examines the experiences of university EFL students preparing and evalua�ng oral 
presenta�ons via the Gongyeh App, an online presenta�on assessment pla�orm devised by 
an EMI university in Hong Kong. A key goal of the App is to enhance students' presenta�on 
skills by providing audience feedback so that maximizing learning effec�veness can take place. 
The present study was guided by the following ques�ons: 

1. What were students’ a�tudes and beliefs concerning the applica�on of the Gongyeh App?  

2. Does the Gongyeh App improve students’ oral presenta�ons compared to a teacher-
centered approach? 

A total of 12 university EFL students par�cipated in this study, which took the form of in-depth 
semi-structured interviews. Based on the data, it is revealed which learning support the 
students feel is most pragma�c and useful for overcoming the challenges of giving feedback 
on oral presenta�ons. The ar�cle will end with the author sharing his insigh�ul reflec�ons on 
the necessity of further support for students in providing professional oral presenta�on 
feedback. 

Keywords: Gongyeh App, oral presenta�on, peer feedback, assessment 
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Abstract 

This paper would like to analyze the phenomena of technology-aided learning among students 
and teachers by leveraging Heidegger’s and Gadamer’s hermeneu�cs. Heideggerian 
readiness-to-hand and presence-at-hand, which explains existen�al modes of using 
equipment, and Gadamerian fusion of horizons indica�ng the expansion of understanding, 
have been widely discussed, but seldom linked in one philosophical discussion. This paper 
presents two main views upon discussing the Heideggerian and Gadamerian basic ideas of 
their philosophies. Firstly, repe��ve prac�ce of the use of technological Things as present-at-
hand to increase familiarity as being increasingly ready-to-hand facilitates the fusion of 
horizons between users as Dasein and technology with a horizon of its own usefulness. 
Secondly, technological tools are used as ready-to-hand with familiarity in support of 
theore�cal and cri�cal judgement and observa�on of technological Things and thema�c 
learning materials as present-at-hand “for-the-sake-of” teaching and learning. The fusion of 
horizons between students as Dasein, and, learning materials and ul�mately teachers, will 
thus be enabled by the coopera�on between the two modes. The fusion of horizons between 
users and technology is found greatly contribu�ng to the fusion of horizons between 
instructors and students.  

Keywords: Heidegger, Gadamer, readiness-to-hand, presence-at-hand, technology-aid-
learning, fusion of horizons 
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Abstract 

This paper adopts Heideggerian authen�c and inauthen�c solicitude to explain how the 
teacher-centred learning (TCL) approach serves as a possible necessary condi�on for the 
student-centred learning (SCL) approach through hermeneu�c phenomenology as the 
methodological direc�on. The two approaches should be seen as sharing an existen�al 
rela�onship, rather than conflictual. For one, TCL can be characterized as more inauthen�c 
solicitude by which teachers as authorita�ve sources of knowledge as “The They” dominate 
educa�on discourses, leaping in for students as passive learners in the inauthen�c mode. For 
the other, SCL can be characterized as more authen�c solicitude by which teachers as 
facilitators enlighten and leap ahead for students as ac�ve beings who reclaim the grip of 
mine-ness to ini�ate self-directedness in learning and intersubjec�ve interac�on with others 
in the authen�c mode. Students’ passive role in learning from “The They” lays a solid 
founda�on for later authen�c solicitude in ac�ve learning which necessarily emerges from 
accumulated tradi�on and experience. Existen�ally, TCL cons�tutes a pool of “The They” out 
of which SCL becomes possible. 

Keywords: Heideggerian philosophy, authen�c solicitude, inauthen�c solicitude, teacher-
centred learning, student-centred learning 
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Abstract 

Teaching prac�cum plays a cri�cal role in teacher educa�on for student-teachers in enabling 
them to adapt educa�onal theories to real prac�ces in authen�c contexts. Pre-service and in-
service teachers also acknowledge prac�cum as an opportunity to interact with students in 
classrooms with supervision from mentors and university supervisors, different from other 
taught courses in teacher training programmes. This study inves�gates two groups of student-
teachers in Hong Kong and Macao, grounded in a pilot study, to iden�fy the cri�cal features of 
prac�cum prac�ces during the COVID-19 pandemic. At this �me, normal school opera�ons 
were affected in the two special administra�ve regions in the Greater Bay Area, and this study 
examines eight student-teachers’ prac�cum experiences during this period. The prac�cal 
implementa�on of the prac�cum, including lesson planning and supervision from universi�es 
and schools, was studied. Post-prac�cum interviews with the student-teachers were also 
conducted to explore their perspec�ves on the distance learning aspect of the prac�cum. 
Other corresponding forms of data, consis�ng of teaching plans and video-recorded lessons, 
were collected to triangulate the analysis. The major findings of the study include the 
iden�fica�on of various pedagogical foci in the prac�cum, the different assessment tasks being 
developed, consequences of parental involvement, evalua�ons of the exercise, as well as 
challenges faced by student-teachers during the prac�cum. Implica�ons include innova�on of 
prac�cum as well as reconsidera�on of some of the cri�cal elements of the teaching prac�cum 
offered by current teacher training programmes. 

Keywords: prac�cum, online learning, teacher training, higher educa�on 
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Abstract 

Throughout the semester, several classes would be offered in journalism classrooms. However, 
by their very nature, half of them are prac�cal modules. Filming, photojournalism, picture 
edi�ng, news wri�ng, graphics edi�ng, and other prac�cal modules are available. Since 
tradi�onal face-to-face instruc�on in a physical classroom has been the standard form of 
instruc�on at most universi�es for the past few decades, the transi�on of these modules to 
the online mode will strain the university's faculty members. Six interviewees who are teaching 
journalism modules were invited to share their view on the challenges of launching the 
modules online. The results of this study's in-depth interview and conversa�on with university 
instructors who primarily taught prac�cal modules throughout the semesters during the 
covid19 pandemic revealed that various teaching strategies were implemented to grab 
students' aten�on and to accelerate their learning behavior. More than that, it is thought that 
teaching using communica�on technologies, such as a more direct contact approach through 
whatsapp and wechat, is the best way to deal with challenging circumstances. Last but not 
least, the majority of respondents came to the conclusion that teachers must adopt offline 
connec�on, even if it is only a brief face-to-face exchange, because online interac�on has many 
problems that have yet to be resolved. They concluded that, in the long term, it takes some 
�me for online instruc�on to effec�vely replace tradi�onal instruc�on. 

Keywords: Online teaching; Prac�cal Modules; Pedagogical approaches; Teaching approaches; 
Tradi�onal classroom; Journalism Modules 
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Abstract 

University-oriented higher educa�on is now expanding. However, its monopolis�c role has 
encountered challenges from new public management, advancement of technology and 
emerging views towards creden�als. Although researchers like Carlson (2018) and Le�zia 
(2016) inves�gated how higher educa�on responds to difficul�es of sustainability, 
individualism is infrequently applied to studying the issue. Since individualism concerns the 
rights and efforts of individuals to solve one’s issue, to narrow down the academic gap, this 
short ar�cle adopted it as a theore�cal framework aiming at offering an unconven�onal view 
of strengthening higher educa�on from an individualist perspec�ve. Through concepts of 
“hollowing out” and “reinven�ng” from public management, this theore�cal ar�cle outlined 
the challenges to higher educa�on and depicted its need for reinven�on. This ar�cle further 
proclaimed that ideas of autonomy, choice, and self-reliance from individualism offer insigh�ul 
direc�ons for reinven�on. This ar�cle will have significant implica�ons for the leadership of 
higher educa�on and educa�on policymakers. 

Keywords: Higher educa�on, new public management, creden�al, hollowing out, reinvent, 
individualism 
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